Water and Sanitation Projects

Water and sanitation projects by Rotarians provide the perfect opportunity for us to “tell the story of Rotary” in a memorable, compelling way.  Too often Rotarians are quick to cite the number of projects, dollar value, countries served, and longevity of our associations with third world communities, and not tell the story of the child who is no longer chronically sick, or her mother who no longer has to carry water over many miles daily, or the children who are able to attend school because clean water and proper sanitation facilities are now part of their lives because of the work of Rotarians like you and me.  

The personalization of what we do accomplishes many interrelated beneficial results:  It gives focus to our broad efforts by “putting a face” on who it is we are helping.  It shows Rotarians that their efforts are not merely completing a needed project, but helping save and change individual lives of the most vulnerable of our fellow humans, and it provides motivation to give money, time, and effort to continue and expand these projects. It can even motivate those who care who are not Rotarians to join us!

By illustrating how a single child has been impacted by the good works of Rotary, we can really solve Rotary’s most basic challenges – those of membership and money.  We know friends and colleagues who are not Rotarians that would truly enjoy the fun and fellowship of Rotary.  But giving them a concrete, visual, specific, emotional example of how they could help save and change lives by joining Rotary, we are allowing our friends and colleagues to best understand who we are, what we do, and allow them to visualize how they can play a meaningful role in the greatest humanitarian organization in the history of the world, by joining Rotary!
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