Water and Sanitation
Over the years Rotarians have found that the most successful and sustainable Rotary Service tends to fall within one of the identified “Areas of Focus.”   This month is a look at “Water and Sanitation.”

The districts of Rotary International Zone 29 are extremely active in providing safe drinking water to the world.  One of the early leaders in this effort was District 6290 with their bio-sand filters.  While the earliest models were built out of concrete and were heavy and difficult to move, a plastic model has now replaced them. This early effort led to the formation of Thirsting to Serve (TTS) a non-profit corporation which includes Rotarians and clubs from Districts 6280, 6310, 6360 and 6380.  Bio-sand filters have been installed in Dominican Republic, Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua and South Africa.  Funding was also provided to install water systems in Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic and a Kipsongo Well Project in Kenya, Africa.

Also active in the Dominican Republic are District 7330 distributing bio-sand filters in the Puerto Plata area, and District 7280 distributing bucket filters in the Sabaneta de Yásica area. 

District 7370 for several years has been actively involved with District 4400 (Ecuador) working on water projects, providing safe water to thirty-two rural schools in the Pichincha Province, and two major water projects in the Cotopaxi Province, a 180 cubic foot water tank and treatment plant for six communities in Tanicuchi and also a water reservoir for agriculture irrigation.
A unique water project is the partnership between District 6600 and Bowling Green State University (OH). In June, 2006, the District 6600 Global Satellite Water Finding Office was formed in the Department of Geology at Bowling Green State University by District Governor Abe Kuttothara and Bob Vincent (current DGE), a remote sensing geology professor at BGSU.  The purpose of this Water Finding Office (WFO) is to employ specially processed satellite data for the purpose of finding better sites for ground water exploration to aid Rotary International and other NGO water projects.  The water finding office, which includes geology graduate student volunteers at BGSU, has recommended drill sites that have found more plentiful groundwater reservoirs in foreign countries.  

It is not difficult to see that the districts of Zone 29 are among the leaders in Rotary efforts to provide the world with pure water. 
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