
 
W h e n  w a s  y o u r  b e s t  d a y  i n  R o t a r y ?    
 
Tha t  que s t ion w as  a ske d o f  me  a w h i l e  b ack .   I  have  bee n  b le ss e d w i th  many  
amaz ing  day s  and  many  more  a re  ye t  t o  come .  Howe ve r ,  I  re me mbe r  Ju ly  
2 4 ,  2 00 4 .   I  w as  in  the  midd le  o f  my  third  t r ip  to  H a i t i .  A two  hou r c a r  r ide  
had  l ande d us  in  ru ra l  f a rm cou n t ry  2 1  mi l e s  aw ay  f rom ou r b as e  in  H inche .  
I t  w as  90  deg ree s  F .  and w e  had  t rav e led  ove r s ome o f  the  toug he s t  roads  I  
had  ev e r se en .  Packe d  fou r to  the  b ack s e a t  on th is  bu mpy r ide  we  had  long  
s ince  g i ve n u p  on  t ry ing  not  t o  tou ch o r sw e a t  a l l  o ve r  the  pe rs on ne x t  t o  us .  
  
J u s t  be fo re  noon we  a r r i ve d in a  v i l l age  c a l l e d Ti  Kampe che .  W e w e re  the re  
to  a t te nd a  de d i c a t ion ce re mony fo r the  ve ry  f i r s t  we l l  d r i l l e d a s  par t  o f  ou r  
l a rg e  mat ch ing  g ran t  p ro j ec t ,  w h ich  w e  ca l l  H a i t i  S a fe  W ate r  P lus .  I  w as  
the re  w i th  s eve n  o the rs  f rom the  U S ,  a l l  w i th Ro ta ry  conne c t ions .  Inc lu de d  
in  the  g rou p  w as  my the n 19  ye ar o ld dau g h te r ,  As h ley .   
 
W e ar r i ve d  in T i  Kampe che  to  f ind a  packe d chu rch :  Loca l s  imme dia te l y  go t  
u p  and o f f e re d  u s  the i r  s e a ts .  The  chu rch  w as  coo l :  I t  w as  c inde r  b lock,  bu t  
pa in t e d in  a f ade d  b lue  and  t e a l .  The  loca l s  dance d,  p raye d ,  s ang  and 
pe r fo rme d a p l ay :  A l l  a long  the y  thanked  God and Ro tary  fo r the  w a t e r we l l .  
The  p l ay  to ld  a s to ry  o f  how loca l s  we re  no longe r  s i ck ,  t he  i l l nes ses  o f  t he  
pas t  hav ing  come f rom b ad  w a te r not  e v i l  s p i r i t s .   
 
D u r ing  the  se rv ic e ,  my  e ye s  g l ance d  to  A s h le y .  She  s a t  ne x t  t o  a l i t t le  g i r l  
f rom the  v i l l ag e .  W hi l e  my dau g h te r  s mi l e d  the  w arme s t  s mi le  you c an 
imag ine ,  t he  l i t t l e  g i r l  re ache d ou t  t o  tou ch As h ley ’ s  ve ry  w h i t e  sk in .  A s h le y  
l i g h t l y  t ou che d he r b ack .  The y g igg l e d toge the r .   
 
M ome nts  l a te r  we  w e re  a t  t he  we l l  s i te ,  cu t t ing  the  r ib bon  and pu mping  the  
f i r s t  “o f f i c i a l  w a t e r” f rom the  f i rs t  o f  many  we l l s  t o  come . I  s toope d dow n 
and  drank ;  s o  ve ry  coo l  and re f res h ing !  O ne of  u s  pu mpe d w a te r fo r the  
s e n io r  me mb e rs  o f  t he  v i l l age .   
 
W e soon we re  b ack in  the  c a r and  o f f  ag a in  on  the  dus t y  road to  tw o  o the r  
v i l l age s  sche du le d  fo r  d r i l l i ng .   
 
9  hou rs  l a te r  and a f te r  5  more  hou rs  o f  r id ing ,  we  w e re  a t  La  M agu ana ,  a  
b ar / res t au ran t  in  H inche .  W e que nche d ou r  th i rs t  w i th P res t ig e  b ee r ,  and  w e  
dance d w i th the  H a i t i an Ro ta r i ans  a s  the y  t aug h t  us  the i r  f avo r i t e  Car ib be an 
s t e p .  In the  midd le  o f  ou r  dance ,  A s h ley  s a id in to  my  e ar  “D ad ,  I  nev e r 
kne w Ro tary  w as  l i ke  th is . ”   
 
I  t o o  n e v e r  k n e w  R o t a r y  c o u l d  b e  l i k e  t h i s .   R o t a r y  m a k e s  u s  
b e t t e r  f r i e n d s ,  b e t t e r  b u s i n e s s  l e a d e r s  a n d  b e t t e r  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  
w o r l d !  
 
D a n c e  w i t h  m e !   -  tommie t  


